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In the blink of an eye, the month of October is gone, and we move closer towards our Whitecourt 
winter!  As we begin the month of November and near the end of the first reporting period, we wish to 
recognize all Percy Baxter students for working so diligently in their core and complementary 
classes!  With the cold weather quickly approaching, it is our hope teachers can continue to take 
advantage of a number of outdoor learning opportunities before the snow begins to fall and 
temperatures really take a turn! 
  
A number of students in the school have taken on leadership roles and have been working with 
teachers and school administration, planning a number of school-wide spirit activities, for which PBS 
student participation and school spirit have been at an all time high!  Included in these fundraising 
efforts was an $805.00 donation to Tenille’s Hope Soup Kitchen.  We continue to collect winter jackets 
for a second group of students who are collecting for Koats for Kids!  If you have any winter jackets to 
donate, students can bring them to the school or they can be dropped off at the school’s main 
office.  Donations are being accepted until Thursday, November 4, 2021. 
  
Over the month of October, students in Grades 6-8 received the opportunity to participate in the HLAT 
(Highest Level of Achievement) assessment,  which provided students with an opportunity to 
demonstrate their writing abilities. The results of this writing assessment will provide teachers with 
baseline data to work with students to develop their writing ability.   As a school, this data is included in 
our yearly School Advancement Plan, and is used to guide as we work to reach goals and increase 
student literacy skills.  
  
A focus of the school this year is the implementation of Guided Reading in all classrooms.  The Guided 
Reading program focuses on improving student reading fluency and comprehension, as teachers work 
in a small group setting with students with similar reading ability.  It is important to mention that this 
resource was purchased for the school with the support of our Percy Baxter School Council!  Thank 
you again to this amazing group of parents who continue to support us in so many meaningful ways! 
  
As the end of the first reporting period nears, it is important to note that Parent-Teacher interviews will 
be taking place virtually on November 3rd and 4th.  This is a great way to connect with your child’s 
teacher(s), and all parents are encouraged to book an appointment time, to meet with teachers to 
develop an appreciation of student achievement, learning goals, and learning needs. 

Our Twitter feed  
can be found on our 

webpage 
or  

@ngpspbs 

Wanting to stay connected 
to Percy Baxter School?   
 
Look for updates and 
school news via the PBS 
Facebook page!   

ADMINISTRATOR’S MESSAGE— Mr. Turcotte, Principal 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello Parents and Guardians of Percy Baxter School!! 
 

The month of October has flown by and the Percy Baxter Parent 
Council is hard at work. We have held two SUPER successful pop up 
sales over the last while and were so happy to see the kids so excited 
to purchase their treats – thank you to all of you who sent in some 
money! 
 
At our last Parent Council meeting held via Zoom we came up with 
some fundraising ideas! Currently we have an open Purdy's Chocolate 
Fundraising Campaign, you can find the link attached to the bottom of 
this letter or on the two Facebook pages for Percy Baxter School or 
Mink Creek Parent Society! If you have not done so please place an 
order – 25% of sales will be raised to support our students! All orders 
are due November 19

th
 with a delivery pick up date scheduled for 

December 2
nd

. Please let us know if you have any questions at all! 
 
Our next Parent Council meeting will be held via Zoom on November 
17

th
 at 7:00 PM. 

 
Thanks again for your continued support, if you have any questions 
you can email jrdkn@telus.net! 
 

Jenny Dickson 
 
Link to PURDYs Chocolate Fundraiser: 
https://fundraising.purdys.com/1310813-86079 

mailto:jrdkn@telus.net
https://fundraising.purdys.com/1310813-86079




STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT…….. 
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STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT…….. 
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KASHA PETRINCHUK 
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Parent involvement is crucial to student academic success. The 
Parent Portal is a tool for you to stay informed and engaged in 
your child’s education.  

The Parent Portal gives parents and guardians access to: 

 View your child’s assignments and grades 

 See your child’s schedule 

 Monitor your child's attendance 

 Communicate with your child’s teachers 

 Stay current on homework, projects and deadlines   

 Sign school documents  

 View report cards 

PSNT 



STUDENT ATTENDANCE 

If you know your child is  going to be late or 

absent from school on a given day, please call 

the office directly at  780-778-3898 after  

8:15AM.   

You can leave a message between  4:15pm-

8:15am.  

Unless it is an emergency, we will not interrupt 

classes to deliver messages to students. Please 

have afterschool plans finalized before school. 

Students are only able to ride their assigned 

bus and get off at their stop. The office cannot 

issue notes to have a friend ride the bus or 

change you bus route.   



PARENTS STAY CONNECTED  

Like our Facebook—Percy Baxter School 

Pay school fees, sport activities and more at 
https://ngps.schoolcashonline.com/  

Contact us directly at 780-778-3898 or email 
david.turcotte@ngps.ca 

SCHOOL FEES NOW PAST DUE  
EVERGREEN TECHNOLOGY  —  $31.50 

 
HOME ECONOMIC FEES GR 7/GR 8  —  $25/$30 
CONSTRUCTION FEES   GR 7/GR 8   —-  $20/$25 

Please submit your payment  through School Cash or at the school 
office and a receipt will be issued.  If you are not using school 
technology please contact the school office. If you are experiencing 
financial difficulties at this time, we ask that you contact the school 
office 780-778-3898 and we will assist you with setting up payment 
arrangements. 

https://ngps.schoolcashonline.com/




SUPPORTING YOUR ANXIOUS CHILD 
 
In conversations with schools throughout Northern Gateway Public Schools, a theme I have noticed more than ever before 
is significant apprehension by many students of all ages. Despite the obvious factors why this is the case, the issue of anx-
iousness is front and center for many children and their families. 
 
This article is not meant to initiate more controversy, it is simply to give strategies for parents on how to help their chil-
dren overcome fears. We all know that when fear takes root, it can evolve into anxiety and depression.  
 
If you are feeling lost in how to support your child, here are some guidelines on what to say and do and when to reach out 
for help. 
 

1. Ask Open-Ended, Non Threatening Questions 
 

Let your child tell you the problem when they are ready, not when they are hungry, tired or frustrated. Questions about 
positive parts of their day will encourage them to look for the good.  

 
 Is there anything you wished were different today? 
 Tell me about the hardest part of your day  
 What made you laugh? 
 What are you thankful for? 
 What are you looking forward to tomorrow? 

 
2. Listen Attentively 
 
Let your child know you understand, love and accept them no matter what. Knowing they are loved by you helps build in-
ner strength. 

 
 Give eye contact     
 Be genuine in your responses 
 Normalize their feelings, don’t dismiss them.  
 Do not be too hasty with advice 

 

3. Resist the Urge to Rescue Your Child 
 
No parent wants to see their child struggle or be uncomfortable. It is a natural instinct to jump in to make their life easi-
er. The best way to help your child overcome anxiety is to teach them to deal with it as it comes up. 

 
 Being exposed to new things helps children learn, gain skills and confidence 
 Invite them to brainstorm their own solutions  
 Encouraging your child to face their fears will build confidence 

 

4. Model Healthy Ways to Handle Anxiety 
 
All parents get anxious from time to time. Some may even have a diagnosed Anxiety Disorder. This is okay! Managing your 
own stress is the best way to keep your child from picking up on your anxiety. You have likely identified what makes you 
anxious, how to set up boundaries and when you need professional help. These are all invaluable tools that you can teach 
your child. 

 
 Do not focus on your specific fears or worries, rather share what you do that helps 
 Be aware of your facial expressions, your tone or the words your choose to ensure you convey a neutral demeanor 
 Avoid exposure to alarming media and news stories for yourself and your child 
 

5. Practice Mindfulness For Yourself and With Your Child - Dr. Jamie Howard, Director of the  
 
Stress and Resilience Program of the Child Mind Institute shares two common techniques to try: 

 
Squeezing Muscles: starting with your toes, pick one muscle and squeeze it tight. Count to five. Release and notice how 

your body changes. Repeat exercise moving up your body.  
 
Belly Breathing: Put one hand on your stomach and one on your chest. Slowly breathe in from your stomach (expand 

like a balloon) and slowly breathe out (deflate). Repeat until you feel your heart rate return to normal.  

https://childmind.org/article/how-to-avoid-passing-anxiety-on-to-your-kids/


6. Stick To a Consistent Routine - Children thrive on structure and consistency. They feel safe when they 
know what to expect and have a schedule for meals, screen time and bedtime.  
 

7. Know When to Seek Professional Help - Be cautious to not self-diagnose your child. An Anxiety Dis-
order can only be diagnosed by a trained professional such as a psychologist, pediatrician, or psychiatrist. Begin with an 
appointment to your family doctor. 
 
Parenting is not always a walk in the park. As a mother of 4 children, I am all too familiar with the burden of supporting 
a child who is feeling anxious. I wish I could tell you that there is a quick fix, a magic pill, or an easy answer, but I 
can’t. What I know is this: no one loves your child more than you, you are your child’s most important teacher and role 
model, it is a sign of strength to seek help. 
 

This article was written by Tammy Charko BA, BSW, RSW. Tammy is Northern Gateway Public School’s Stu-
dent Support Facilitator. She is a support for schools, students, parents and caregivers. Tammy has been a regis-
tered social worker for over 20 years and is a mother to 3 teenagers and 1 young adult. 









November 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 

GRADE 6  

IMMUNIZATION 

4 

PICTURE 

RETAKES 

5 6 

7 8 9 10 

PD DAY 

NO SCHOOL 

11 

 

 

REMEMBRANCE 

DAY 

NO SCHOOL 

12 

DAY IN LIEU 

NO SCHOOL 

13 

14 15 16 17 

SCHOOL  

COUNCIL  

MEETING 

7pm 

18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

PARENT/TEACHER  
INTERVIEWS  

4-7pm 
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