, Percy Baxte,
Middle School

ADMINISTRATOR’S MESSAGE — Mr. Turcotte, Principal

While much of our snow melted during the month of February, the frigid temperatures and snowfall at
the end of the month remind us that we are still very much in winter. As we roll into the month of March,
we are once again being greeted by some warmer weather, and the hope we will see an early

Spring! February was very busy with a number of important highlights throughout the month.

On February 9 and 10, Percy Baxter teachers participated in the annual North Central Teachers’
Convention. This two day professional development conference is attended by over 7000 teachers from
18 different locals, and provides an opportunity for teachers to attend sessions hosted by a variety of
educational specialists, teachers, and other professionals. Each year we look forward to hearing about
our teachers’ experiences and the sessions they attended!

Our Valentine’s Bash on February 17 was very well attended and it is very clear through the feedback
provided by students that the dance was a night to remember! Thank you to the staff, parents, and
caregivers that supported this event by assisting with supervision and selling yummy treats in the
canteen. We look forward to planning another dance before the end of the school year, and surprising
students with a few “enhancement” purchases to make our dances even better!

Thank you to all parents/caregivers who were able to join us for the second round of Parent-Teacher
Interviews on February 22 and 23. For those parents who were unable to attend (in-person or by
telephone) and would like more information regarding their child’s progress, please contact your child’s
homeroom teacher. For those requiring assistance with accessing or navigating Parent Portal, please
contact the school as we would be more than happy to assist you with using the program to keep up to
date with your child’s assessments.

On February 22, PBS students celebrated PINK SHIRT DAY in support of anti-bullying! It was great to
see so many staff and students dressed in pink on that day. A special shout out to New Venture Safety
Services, for providing all staff and students with a special pink “chocolate” treat (cake) on this

day. Thank you for supporting us in spreading kindness and the important message of taking a stand
against bullying!

With only 4 months left this school year, we know there will be many more exciting learning
opportunities for students, and while the PBS Admin Team will also begin planning for the 2023-2024
school year, our focus from March to June will remain ensuring the academic and social success of all
students.

Wanting to stay connected to Percy
Baxter school? Look for updates and
school news via the PBS Facebook

page!

Northern Gateway
Public Schools




OFFICE NOTIFICATIONS

SCHOOL FEES ARE NOW PAST DUE

. Technology Fee $32

. Home Economics/Construction fees $20-S30

. Art S10

. Optional Lunchbox Program Donation - $10.00
Please sign into your school cash account to pay any outstanding
fees or contact the school to set up payment options.
https://ngps.schoolcashonline.com/ SchoolCashOnline

¢ If you know your child is going to be late or absent for any
reason you must notify the school. Please call the office at
780-778-3898. (Classes begin and attendance is taken at 8:55AM
and 12:55PM) If no notification is given to the office it will be
considered un unexcused absence and a call will go out in the
morning and afternoon.

e We are a closed campus which means no students can leave the
school grounds unless signed out by a parent or guardian for
any reason. Students with a lunch pass may go to their home
only. They cannot take friends home with them.

e Unless it is an emergency, we will not interrupt classes to
deliver messages to students. Please have afterschool plans
finalized before school.

e Students are only able to ride their assigned bus and get off at
their stop. The office cannot issue notes to have a friend ride
the bus or change your bus route.



https://ngps.schoolcashonline.com/
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Attendance

DID YOU KNOW?

+ Starting in preschool and kindergarten, too many absences can cause children to fall behind in school.

» Missing 10%, or about 2 days each month over the course of a school year, can make it harder to learn to read.

Students can still fall behind if they miss just 1 or 2 days every few weeks.

» Being late to school may lead to poor attendance.

Absences and tardiness can affect the whole classroom if the teacher has to slow down learning to help
children catch up.

Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school—and themselves. Start building this
habit in preschool so they learn right away that going to school on time, every day is important. Eventually
good attendance will be a skill that will help them succeed in high school and college.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

» Set a regular bedtime and morning routine.

When Do Absences

9
» Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before. Become a Problem

» Keep your child healthy and make sure your child has the required

shots. CHRONIC ABSENCE

* Introduce your children to their teachers and classmates before 18 or more days

school starts.

» Develop backup plans for getting to school if something comes up.
Call on a family member, a neighbor or another parent.

» Try to schedule non-Covid-19 related medical appointments and
extended trips when school isn't in session.

10 to 17 days

+ |f your child seems anxious about going to school, talk to teachers,
school counselors and other parents for advice on how to make

your child feel comfortable and excited about learning. [y AT

9 or fewer absences
+ |f you are concerned that your child may have Covid-19, call your

school for advice.

+ If your child must stay home due to illness or quarantine, ask the Note: These numbers assume
teacher for resources and ideas to continue learning at home. a 180-day school year.
Revised October 2021

Visit Attendance Works at www.attendanceworks.org for free downloadable resources and tools!



Attendance

Even as children grow older and more independent, families play a key role in making sure students access
learning opportunities and understand why attendance is so important for success in school and on the job.
Families can also advocate for resources to help students learn if they cannot attend in-person.

DID YOU KNOW?

» Students should miss no more than 9 days of school each year to stay engaged, successful and on track to graduation.

* Frequent absences can be a sign that a student is losing interest in school, struggling with school work, dealing with a
bully or facing some other difficulty.

* By 6th grade, absenteeism is one of three signs that a student may drop out of high school.
* By 9th grade, attendance is a better predictor of graduation rates than 8th grade test scores.
* Missing 10%, or 2 days a month, over the course of the school year, can affect a student's academic success.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

Make school attendance a priority

* Talk about the importance of showing up to school every day.

* Help your children maintain daily routines, such as finishing homework and getting a good night's sleep.
* Try not to schedule dental and non-Covid-19 related medical appointments during the school day.

* Keep your child healthy, and if you are concerned about Covid-19, call your school for advice.

* [f your children must stay home because they are sick or in quarantine, make sure they have asked teachers for resources
and materials to make up for the missed learning time in the classroom.

Help your teen stay engaged
* Find out if your children feel engaged by their classes, and feel safe from bullies and other threats.

* Make sure your children are not missing class because of challenges with behavioral issues or school discipline policies.
If any of these are problems, contact the school and work with them to find a solution.

* Monitor you child's academic progress and seek help from teachers or tutors when necessary. Make sure teachers know
how to contact you.

» Stay on top of your child's social contacts. Peer pressure can lead to skipping school,
while students without many friends can feel isolated.

* Encourage your child to join meaningful after-school activities, including sports and clubs.
* Notice and support your children if they are showing signs of anxiety.

Communicate with the school

* Know the school's attendance policy - incentives and penalties.

» Check on your child's attendance to be sure absences are not adding up.

* Seek help from school staff, other parents or community agencies if you need support.

Revised October 2021

Visit Attendance Works at www.attendanceworks.org for free downloadable resources and tools!
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Percy Baxter School

Bell Schedule

TIME BLOCK
8:55 Bell
8:55-9:05 TAGS (Attendance calls generated)
9:05-9:55 BLOCK 1
9:55-10:45 BLOCK 2
10:50-11:40 BLOCK 3
11:40-12:10 LUNCH BREAK A
12:10-12:40 LUNCH BREAK B
12:40-1:30 BLOCK 4 (Attendance calls generated)
1:35-2:25 BLOCK5
2:25-3:15 BLOCK 6 Dismissal




Keeping Children Safe Online

Help for Parents
February 2023

Parents, this article is a difficult but critical one to read. When | say our children’s lives depend on it, please know | am not being
overly dramatic. Our children are being contacted by predators, literally ALL. THE. TIME.

How do | know? Because | am a school division social worker in contact with over 5000 students. | regularly communicate with
mental health professionals, law enforcement, child protection workers and Canada’s national tip line for reporting online
exploitation of children, Cybertip.ca. Not only that, | am a mother of four, aunt of seven, and pseudo mom of countless more.

Please don't just take my word for it, here are some disturbing Canadian statistics documented by Cybertip.ca and the RCMP:

e In 2020 these three statistics when compared to the previous five year average

o making or disturbing child exploitation material increased 89%,
o luring a child online increased 37% and
o non-consensual distribution of intimate images increased 80%

e Cybertip receives 1000 reports across Canada_A DAY on sextortion (when someone threatens to send an intimate
picture or video of you, real or photoshopped, to others if you do not comply with their demands of money,
cryptocurrency or sexual content)

e Between 2020 and 2021, law enforcement received a 510% increase in enticement complaints (adults
communicating with a minor with the intent to exploit them). Data from National Center for Missing and Exploited
Children

| have never met a parent who did not have their child’s best interest and safety in mind. We tell our children not to talk to
strangers, we buckle them up safely in vehicles and we put helmets on their beautiful heads when they take part in nearly every
activity. We teach them to look both ways when they cross the street and we have fire extinguishers, smoke alarms and carbon
dioxide detectors in our homes. We ensure all the toys we buy are not hazardous. Governments have all sorts of rules and laws
to keep children safe in their day to day life - except when they are ONLINE. When our children are online, all the responsibility -
and blame - to protect them is put on parents.

It is impossible for parents to oversee all our children’s online activity because social media platforms and online video games
have unsupervised access to our children 24-7. How can we possibly stay up to date on the Best Parental Control Software
available or to be savvy on every video game and app that is dangerous? It is daunting to think where to start in protecting the
ones who are most precious to us.

What is the #1 way to protect your child?

TALK TO THEM. Not to instill fear, but to teach them to be WISE, PRUDENT and SENSIBLE. Reassure them that no matter
what, they can ALWAYS talk to you. What we can do is have open, honest, lighthearted and frequent conversations with our
children at whatever age we first hand them a device that can connect to the internet. Two and three years old is not too young
to talk about safety everywhere in your little one’s life, especially about internet safety.

Please have the passwords to your children’s devices and go through them regularly. It is your right and responsibility (after all,
you are most likely the one who paid for the device and whose name is on the account). Coach and guide them on their
conversations with their online peers, no different than when we teach them to be a good friend in their offline world. Show them
how to report and block profiles that appear harmful or inappropriate. An excellent and thorough resource for families is
protectchildren.ca.

Most importantly, foster relationships and activities that are not online to have a healthy balance for everyone in the family. Face
to face conversations will always trump screen time.

This article was written by Tammy Charko BA, BSW, RSW. Tammy is Northern Gateway Public School's Student Support Facilitator.
She is a support for schools, students, parents and caregivers to promote wellness and success in school. Tammy has been a
Registered Social Worker for more than 23 years and is a mother to 4 children; 2 in high school and 2 in university.
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Join us forsome FUN P. ..Yprograms!

Pre-registration is required.

Join Sasha at the Library to make dream catchers.
We will learn about the cultural significance of the
dream catcher, take part in a smudge, and make
our very own dream catcherto

take home.

DATE:
FRIDAY, MARCH 10
LOCATION:

WHITECOURT & DISTRICT
PUBLIC LIBRARY

TIME: 1:30-3:00PM
MIN 4/MAX 15
COURSE ID: 8463

é\%‘v‘miwco_lr: & District
/__Public Library

Contact the Allan & Jean Millar Centre at 780-778-3637
for more information.

Have you ever tried curling? Now you will
get a chance. Our very own Makayla will be
on hand to show you the basics and then
we'll organize a fun game. Afterwards,
we'll have a pizza party!

DATE:
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29

LOCATION:
WHITECOURT CURLING RINK

TIME: 1:30-3:30PM
MIN 4/MAX 12
COURSE ID: 8464

R
f WOODLANDS
P ALLAN & JEAN COUNTY

MILLAR CENTRE
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Fox Creek

GO GIRLS
CONFERENCE

2023

Fox Creek Greenview Multiplex
Agsil 29,8823

Registration 9:00-10:00
Conference 10:00-4:15
Grades 5-9

Registration open March 27-April 14
Cost: $20
Lunch & snacks provided

Register at the Allan & Jean Millar Centre.
Busing will be provided to Fox Creek.
Contact 780-778-3637 for more
information.

e ( AFoxCreek
Greenwew
Community Resource Centre
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