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We are excited to welcome you to the 2025-2026 school year!

Each September brings with it a sense of possibility, and we look forward to the learning, growth, and 
connections that await our students. 

As you can tell, we have really gravitated to the Stars theme - our intention is to reinforce the identity of 
being a member of Percy Baxter School.

Our commitment is to ensure that every child feels supported, challenged, and inspired throughout the 
year. Just as stars shine brightest together, our school community thrives when we work in partnership 
with families. We value the trust you place in us and believe that strong collaboration between home 
and school is key to student success.

This newsletter will serve as a monthly update—a place where you can stay informed about important 
dates, upcoming events, and highlights of the amazing things happening in our classrooms and beyond.

We are grateful to begin this journey with you and your children, and we look forward to a year filled with 
curiosity, growth, and achievement.



Thank You For Your Patience
With a number of new staff members, including a new principal 

and a new secretary, we know there are areas that may seem slower 
compared to previous years or other schools 

(this newsletter being one of them!).
PowerSchool is currently not open as we learn the system, sort class lists, 

and confirm enrollment, but we hope to have it to you soon!

We just wanted to take a moment to appreciate your grace 
as we learn to enter class lists and timetables into PowerSchool, 

as we figure out structures and processes for effectiveness and efficiency, 
and as we say “I’m not certain but I will find out and get back to you.”

We are grateful for your kindness and understanding!



The First Two Weeks
Our approach to the start of this school year has been purposeful. We are focusing on 
building strong classroom communities through collaborative tasks, formative 
assessments, and routines that support both social-emotional and academic growth. 
This intentional beginning helps create the foundation students need for success 
throughout the year.

Core subjects—language arts, mathematics, social studies, science, and physical 
education—are very much part of this work. These subjects are being taught through 
activities designed to help students understand themselves as learners, while also giving 
teachers valuable insight into each child’s needs to guide future instruction.

If your child mentions that they “didn’t learn anything new,” it may be because the 
learning is woven into activities in ways that don’t always feel like traditional lessons. 
That is perfectly normal - it is actually what we are hoping for. The concepts introduced 
now will be built upon and revisited through scheduled daily activities as the year 
unfolds.



What is Executive Functioning?
Executive functioning is often described as the brain’s manager—it helps you stay 
organized, focused, and in control so you can complete tasks effectively. 
● These skills include planning, organizing, and time management, all of which 

support staying on track with schoolwork and daily responsibilities. 
● Executive functioning also involves task initiation, or the ability to start tasks 

even when they are challenging or uninteresting. 
● Perseverance plays a key role as well, helping you push through difficulties 

and stay motivated over time.
● Self-control allows you to manage your emotions and behaviors, while flexible 

thinking helps you adapt to changes and solve problems in different ways. 
● Attention is essential for staying focused and avoiding distractions. 
● Working memory enables you to hold and use information in your mind, such 

as remembering directions while completing an assignment. 
● Self-reflection helps you think about your progress and identify ways to 

improve. 

Together, these skills support independence, responsibility, and confidence both in 
and out of school. With consistent practice and support, executive functioning skills 
can continue to grow and strengthen.  



“Executive function lets individuals 
know what to do,

when to do it,
how to do it, and

why to do it.”
— Judith R. Birsch



What is Social Emotional Learning?
Social-emotional learning is often described as the heart of education—it helps you understand yourself, 
connect with others, and make thoughtful decisions so you can thrive in school and in life. These skills 
include self-awareness, which supports confidence and a healthy sense of identity.
● Self-management involves regulating emotions, managing stress, and practicing self-discipline, all 

of which help you stay balanced and focused.
● Social awareness allows you to show empathy, appreciate diverse perspectives, and build respect 

for others.
● Relationship skills help you communicate clearly, cooperate, and resolve conflicts in positive ways.
● Responsible decision-making enables you to consider the consequences of your actions, solve 

problems thoughtfully, and make choices that support your goals and values.
● Perseverance and resilience are woven throughout SEL, helping you recover from setbacks and keep 

moving forward with optimism.

Together, these skills support kindness, collaboration, and confidence both in and out of school. With 
consistent practice and support, social-emotional learning can continue to grow and strengthen.



“In a world filled with chaos, 
teaching Social Emotional Learning (SEL)

is like giving children an anchor
to navigate the storms of life.”

— Brené Brown



After School Plans for Students
We kindly ask that families please have students make their after school plans for the next day the 
evening before. 

While we do understand there are unexpected circumstances arise and occasional changes must be 
made by communicating through the office, we are concerned about student safety when it comes to 
making after school plans - after school, at school. We do not want a child’s whereabouts to be 
unknown because they changed plans without confirmation. We do not want a child to miss a bus 
because they were waiting to make a phone call because they were wanting to walk home with a 
friend or catch a ride with another friend’s parents. 

We thank you for your support in this endeavour.



Please Send Change
As both the vending machines and the canteen 

are run by parties external to Percy Baxter, 
we do not have access to their cash boxes 

and as such we cannot guarantee our ability
to make change for bills so 

students may access these services.

We appreciate your understanding.









Please ensure walking permission forms 
have been returned to your child’s homeroom teacher!





Sports and 
Extracurricular Activities

We are loving the enthusiam of our students: 
when they hear “possibly next week”, 

they want to start right on Monday!

Dates for informational meetings and practices for 
volleyball, golf, and other activities

are coming soon!

















Lines of Communication
Phone:    780-778-3898

Website:    percybaxter.ca

Calendar:    percybaxter.ca/about/calendar

Email:    pbs@ngps.ca

Facebook:    Percy Baxter Middle School

(NOTE: The previous Percy Baxter School Facebook page is not accessible by current staff)

http://percybaxter.ca
https://www.percybaxter.ca/about/calendar
mailto:pbs@ngps.ca
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61565134296245

